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Fentanyl is a potent narcotic pain medication that is
typically prescribed for severe pain or for pain after
surgery.! Listed as a synthetic opioid and a schedule I

drug, fentanyl is 50 to 1000 times more potent than
morphine and can be absorbed into the body via
inhalation, oral tablets, IV or injections, or transdermally
through a skin patch.?

how it works'#

Fentanyl works by binding to the opioid receptors, or
proteins, in your body. These receptors are the part in your
brain that control pain and emotions. Fentanyl signals the
receptors to block pain messages sent from the body
though the spinal cord to the brain.
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HOW IS FENTANYL

COMING TO THE US?®

-

did you know? the production of fentanyl is rapidly

growing. Clandestinely produced fentanyl is mostly

manufactured in China and then later sold to Mexico.

Mexico then ships the illicit fentanyl across the border for
. resale in the United States.”®
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COMMON EFFECTS'

| EUPOHORIA | CONFUSION |
DEPENDENCE | WITHDRAWAL*
| DROWSINESS/FATIGUE |

| CONSTIPATION | NAUSEA OR
VOMITING | LOSS OF
APPETITE |

| RISK OF INFECTIONS | SKIN
ABCESSES | WEIGHT LOSS |

| RESPIRATORY DEPRESSION
AND ARREST |
UNCONSCIOUSNESS |

> In 2019, fentanyl opioids were the
most common opioid related to
overdose deaths.®

> Counterfeit fentanyl-laced pills
are the most common form of
illicit fentanyl on the streets
today.®

> It is impossible to tell if a powder
or pill contains fentanyl. Fact:
because fentanyl is so strong, the
difference between a dose that
will get you high and a dose that
can kill you is extremely small.
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