
| HEART DAMAGE | COLLAPSED 
VEINS | BLOCKED BLOOD 

VESSELS | 

| EUPOHORIA | IMPAIRED 
MEMORY OR LEARNING | 

DEPENDENCE | WITHDRAWAL*  

| CONSTIPATION | NAUSEA OR 
VOMITING | LOSS OF APPETITE   

| SEVERE ITCHING | WARM 
SKIN | DRY MOUTH | 

DROWSINESS | 

| RESPIRATORY DEPRESSION | 
PNEUMONIA | 

 

H E R O I N  
( C 2 1 H 2 3 N O 5 )  

Heroin is a highly addicting drug that comes from the 
opium poppy flower. Heroin is fast acting and is classified 
as a depressant because it slows down the brain and 
central nervous system. The drug is processed from 
morphine and comes in various forms such as a white or 
brown powder, or a black sticky tar-like substance.1,3,5 

W H A T  
I S  I T ? 

C O M M O N  E F F E C T S 1 , 3  

how it works2 

Heroin, after ingested, binds to and activates specific 
receptors in the brain called mu-opioid receptors, or 
(MORs). The neurotransmitters in our bodies bind to the 
MORs as they travel to the brain and body to release the 
chemical dopamine. This effect reinforces the idea of 
heroin as a pleasure experience drug and typically gives 
the user a “rush”. 

O K L A H O M A  
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big H, black tar, brown sugar, chiva, doojee, dope, hell dust, horse, junk, negra, skag, skunk, smack, 
thunder, white horse1,3  

 

The number of heroin-
related deaths increased 
22.4% from 2018-2019.5 

Heroin continues 
to pose a serious 
threat to the state 
of Oklahoma.5 

Bureau of Narcotic and Dangerous Drugs Control 

Oklahoma 

did you know? People who are addicted to… 

ALCOHOL  COCAINE  OPIOIDS  

ARE 

2X 
ARE 

15X 
ARE 

40X 

… more likely to be addicted to heroin.4 

70% of heroin seizures in 2019 came 
from Cleveland, Oklahoma, McClain, 
Tulsa, Canadian, Pottawatomie and 
Okmulgee Counties.5  
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